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L.v. BEETHOVEN: Piano Sonata No. 8 in c minor, Op. 13 Pathétique

[ MR —EHEVRIR I.  Grave: Allegro di molto e con brio
. ZNFRUEYIEHR Il. Adagio cantabile
. #mherh © R ll. Rondo: Allegro

B%3:6 K% 25 RlZHEH > /Em 79
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L.v. BEETHOVEN: Piano Sonata No. 21in C Major, Op. 53 Waldstein
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L.v. BEETHOVEN: Piano Sonata No. 17 in d minor, Op. 31 No. 2 The Tempest

In 1802, BEETHOVEN was in great pain because of deteriorating hearing. In a will written as a letter
to his brothers, known as the Heiligenstadt Testament, he wrote, "little more and | would have put
an end to my life — only art it was that withheld me." 1802 was his most desperate year, but also his
most prolific as a composer. This Piano Sonata No. 17 in d minor, The Tempest, was created in this
period during which the composer was struggling with fate. It is about 25 minutes long and consists
of three movements, each of which is in sonata form. The first movement is Largo - Allegro, which
unfolds in the alternation of calm and turbulence, with a sense of unease about what is to come.
The second movement, Adagio, solemnly and quietly depicts the composer's rare encounters, in
a tumultuous environment, with moments of tranquility. The final Allegretto illustrates the violent

tempest and pelting rain, and the whole piece ends gloomily in the storm that hits like a swirling wave.
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L.v. BEETHOVEN: Piano Sonata No. 8 in c minor, Op. 13 Pathétique

Between 1795 and 1822, BEETHOVEN composed a total of 32 piano sonatas. They can be divided
into three periods according to their style. The early style was deeply influenced by the Classical
music of HAYDN and MOZART. In the middle phase, the composer started exploring new elements.
In the late period, BEETHOVEN brilliantly integrated Classical and Romantic elements into his
work. This Piano Sonata No. 8 in ¢ minor is considered the most representative work of his early
style. The first movement, Grave - Allegro di molto e con brio, begins with a rare ten-bar-long
solemn introduction. The dynamics throughout the movement continue to change frequently, from
Fortepianos to Sforzandos, as if the unpredictability of life. After the dream-like second movement,
Adagio cantabile, the third movement is a Rondo. The alternation between major and minor
sometimes expresses an exuberant playfulness, and sometimes depicts the hardship of walking in
the heavy rain, like the famous Chinese poems from SU Shi (1037-1101), "A pair of straw sandals and
a bamboo cane is lighter than riding a horse. Why fear? With straw cape and hat, through the mist

and the rain, I've been managing just fine throughout my life."
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L.v. BEETHOVEN: Piano Sonata No. 25 in G Major, Op. 79

The short and refined Piano Sonata No. 25 was named "Sonatina" by the composer. It is also
nicknamed "Cuckoo" because of the first movement's cuckoo birdsong-like motif. The first movement
is Presto alla tedesca. Tedesca is a fast-tempo waltz from Germany. It begins with a three-tone motif,
G-B-G, which runs through the whole movement, the left and right hands in turns playing the theme
in fast arpeggios. The second movement is an Andante shifting between the slightly bleak minor and
the leisurely major, neither joyful nor sad, exuding a state of detachment. The third movement brings

back the vitality from the start and ends the piece at a brisk pace in a more playful Rondo form.
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L.v. BEETHOVEN: Piano Sonata No. 21in C Major, Op. 53 Waldstein

Dedicated to BEETHOVEN's patron Count Ferdinand Ernst Gabriel von WALDSTEIN, Piano
Sonata No. 21 is considered one of the composer’s greatest and most challenging piano sonatas.
WALDSTEIN himself was an excellent pianist and composer. In the 1790s literature circle of
Bonn, he noticed the talented BEETHOVEN and started sponsoring him. The two maintained a
close relationship. It was known that BEETHOVEN was ghostwriting for the Count. WALDSTEIN

meanwhile had introduced him to Joseph HAYDN, and also arranged a scholarship for him.

The lively first movement uses many superb virtuosic techniques, including extremely fast phrases
and continuous trills. The quiet second movement attracts people's full attention. The end of the
movement is as serene as late night, and cleverly connects to the third movement. From thin and
airy to powerful, the ending movement evokes the scene of sunrise, and so is named "L‘Aurora” (The

Dawn).
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With an alert and critical mind, he places his art in the context of social events and understands it as
inseparably linked to them. The New York Times describes Igor LEVIT as one of the "most important

artists of his generation”.

As a recitalist Igor LEVIT regularly performs at the world's most renowned concert halls
and festivals. He is regular soloist with the world's leading orchestras such as the Cleveland
Orchestra, the Gewandhausorchester Leipzig, the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra and the
Vienna Philharmonic. In spring 2021 Igor LEVIT and the Lucerne Festival announced a multi-year
collaboration for a new piano festival curated by Igor LEVIT, its first edition to take place in May
2023.

Born in Nizhni Novgorod, Igor LEVIT completed his piano studies in Hannover with the highest score
in the history of the institute. In spring 2019 he was appointed professor for piano at his alma mater,

the University of Music, Theatre and Media Hanover.

For his political commitment Igor LEVIT has been awarded the 5th International Beethoven Prize in
2019 followed by the award of the "Statue B" of the International Auschwitz Committee in January
2020. His 53 Twitter-streamed live house concerts during the lockdown in spring 2020 garnered a
worldwide audience, offering a sense of community and hope in a time of isolation and desperation.
In October 2020 Igor LEVIT was recognized with the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of
Germany. In Berlin, where he makes his home, Igor LEVIT is playing on a Steinway D Grand Piano

kindly given to him by the Trustees of Independent Opera at Sadler’'s Wells."
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